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Report: Lawmakers take aim at Endangered Species
Act after Citizens United

This year has seen 66 legislative attacks on act, compared with annual average of five before 2011

July 28, 2015 10:00AM ET

by Natasja Sheriff

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) is under threat this year from a record number of bills and legislative riders that
could undermine protections for dozens of species, according to a report released Tuesday by the Center for
Biological Diversity.

“Since January of this year, there have already been 66 legislative attacks on endangered species — the most in any
of the past 20 years,” authors Jamie Pang and Noah Greenwald write in the report. Since 1996, 233 bills and riders
targeting the ESA have been introduced.

According to the website that accompanies the report, seven riders to the House Interior Department and
environment appropriations bill have been introduced this month. If passed, the riders would block funding for the
listing and protection of four endangered species: the Sonoran desert tortoise, the lesser prairie chicken, the
northern long-eared bat and the Preble’s meadow jumping mouse.

For the study, Pang and Greenwald reviewed every stand-alone bill and budget rider introduced since 1996 aimed at
undermining the Endangered Species Act or attempting to remove protection for individual species.

They found that there have been 164 bills aimed at removing protections for endangered species since 2011, or 33
per year, on average. That’s a marked increase from the previous 15 years, when lawmakers introduced 69 bills or
riders, or an average of five per year.

Legislative attacks threaten Endangered Species Act
An increasing number of bills and legislation riders are aimed at
undermining wildlife protection

Congressional debates over amendments to the Interior appropriations bill gave Greenwald and Pang the idea for
the review. “It just became clear that the rate and number of attacks had grown substantially in recent years,” said
Greenwald, endangered species director at the Center for Biological Diversity. “And it’s become more and more clear
that there’s a well-funded industry campaign against endangered species,” which he attributes in part to the 2010
Supreme Court decision Citizens United, which opened the door to unlimited corporate campaign contributions.

Oil and gas industry contributions to Congressional lawmakers jumped from $10.5 million to $25 million from 2004
to 2014, corresponding to an uptick in ESA attack bills, the authors conclude.

According to the report, Republican lawmakers account for 93 percent of the bills and riders introduced since 1996,
with five members of Congress responsible for nearly a quarter of ESA-related legislative efforts since 2011.

Rep. Ken Calvert, R-Calif., has introduced 9 bills since 2011, including riders to permit the import and export of ivory,
as well as bills threatening protections for gray wolves, greater sage-grouse, northern long-eared bats and valley
elderberry longhorn beetles. Since 2011, he has received more than $660,000 in campaign contributions from Big
Agriculture and over $250,000 from oil and gas interests.

Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, whose bills have targeted four species of threatened Texas salamanders and the dunes
sagebrush lizard and taken more general shots at the application of the Endangered Species Act, has received close
to $3 million in campaign contributions from the oil and gas industry and more than $1.6 million from Big
Agriculture, according to the report.

Neither Calvert nor Cornyn responded to requests for comment before time of publication.

Still, the report notes that many of the bills and riders are unlikely to pass. “I think, largely, it’s a scattershot
approach, where they’re thinking some of them are going to stick,” said Greenwald. “Unfortunately, the one that
maybe has some traction is targeting gray wolves. A rider passed in 2011 to delist gray wolves in Idaho and Montana,
and that opened up a flood of hunting. Now they’re seeking to remove protections for wolves in Wyoming and the
western Great Lakes.”

The ESA was passed by Congress in a unanimous vote in 1973 and still has the overwhelming support of the
American public. According to the Fish and Wildlife Service, 99 percent of species protected by the act have avoided
extinction. 

SHARE THIS: http://alj.am/m6ep

SPONSORED CONTENT

New federal protection for bird may limit
energy production
Protection of the Gunnison sage-grouse as
a threatened species may restrict oil and
gas drilling in Colorado and Utah

Saving the sage-grouse: Can oil and
conservation work together?
Unless oil and gas companies can
compromise with conservationists, 11
states and their economies stand to lose
billions

Oil backers, conservationists battle over
fate of greater sage-grouse
Colorado region’s economic lifeline
threatened if bird, whose habitat covers 11
states, is placed on endangered list

RELATED

TOPICS
Animals, Wildlife

EDITOR'S PICKS

Scalia’s death could affect
court decisions long before
his seat is filled

Deadly strikes on Syrian
schools, hospitals
denounced as ‘war crime’

New black mayors make a
difference, one Georgia town
at a time

OPINION: Renewed deficit
hysteria based on flimsy CBO
projection

A blurry line divides addicts
and dealers in heroin
underworld

 

FACEBOOK

 

TWITTER

 

NEWSLETTER
SIGNUP

 

YOUTUBEU.S.  INTERNATIONAL  ECONOMY  TECHNOLOGY  SCIENCE  ENVIRONMENT  SPORTS  CULTURE

HUMAN RIGHTSTRENDING ELECTION 2016  IMMIGRATION  DRUGS  SPECIAL COVERAGE

SECTIONS

Visit Al Jazeera English

NEWS  OPINION  VIDEO  SHOWS  SCHEDULE

Search

Senate Majority Whip John Cornyn, R-Texas, has sponsored several bills that could threaten key endangered species. Tom
Williams / CQ Roll Call

Uganda’s first Oscar-nominated film tells
story of Bobi Wine persecution

How Kagiso Lediga became the most
sought-after filmmaker in South Africa

[Pics] This Tiny Cabin Is 290 sq. ft., But
Wait Till You See The Inside!

Promoted by BuzzFond

Berlin film festival invites far-right
politicians, drawing backlash

At Rio’s Carnival parades, Yanomami
activists fight ‘genocide’ with samba

‘Jump without thinking’: The parkour
runners reclaiming Algiers

YOUR WORLD THIS MORNING
Clinton, Sanders spar over
specifics in Iowa

YOUR WORLD THIS MORNING
Yoga used to help kids cope with
violence in Chicago

AL JAZEERA AMERICA NEWS
Seeking charges against a
Chicago officer

AL JAZEERA AMERICA NEWS
Filipina ‘comfort women’ seek
official apology from Japan

AL JAZEERA AMERICA NEWS
Canada’s missing indigenous
women

Watch more videosWATCH

NEWS OPINION VIDEO SHOWS 

About

Our Mission, Vision and Values

Code of Ethics

Social Media Policy

Leadership

Contact Us

Press Releases

Awards and Accomplishments

Visit Al Jazeera English

Mobile

Newsletter

RSS

Site Map

Privacy Policy

Cookie Policy

Cookie Preferences

Terms of Use

Subscribe to YouTube Channel

FAQ

Community Guidelines

Site Index

© 2016 Al Jazeera America, LLC. All rights reserved.

COMMENTS

reddit Upvote

Downvote

http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/categories/environment.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/profiles/s/natasja-sheriff.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/2180103-politics-of-extinction.html
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/esa_attacks/table
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/114/hr2822/text
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/esa_attacks/table
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/7/27/legislative-attacks-threaten-endangered-species-act.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-bill/1473
http://earthjustice.org/sites/default/files/files/PollingMemoNationalESASurvey.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa40/resources.html
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2014/11/12/gunnison-sage-grousegetsfederalprotectionoilgasthreatened.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2014/6/17/saving-the-sage-grousecanoilandconservationistsworktogether.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2013/12/13/oil-backers-conservationistsbattleoverfateofgreatersagegrouse.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/issue/animals.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/issue/Wildlife.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2016/2/15/as-scalia-joins-his-constitution-republicans-join-the-fray.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2016/2/16/strikes-on-schools-and-hospitals-in-syria-war-crimes.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2016/2/16/black-mayors-georgia-towns.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/opinions/2016/2/renewed-deficit-hysteria-based-on-flimsy-cbo-projection.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2016/2/16/a-blurry-line-divides-addicts-and-dealers-in-heroin-underworld.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/
http://www.facebook.com/aljazeeraamerica
http://www.twitter.com/ajam
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/newsletter.html
http://www.youtube.com/aljazeeraamerica
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/categories/us.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/categories/international.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/categories/economy.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/categories/technology.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/categories/science.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/categories/environment.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/categories/sports.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/categories/culture.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/issue/human-rights.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/event/election-2016.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/issue/immigration.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/issue/drugs.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/topics.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/7/28/lawmakers-take-aim-at-endangered-species-act.html#
http://america.aljazeera.com/
http://america.aljazeera.com/opinions.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/schedule.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2024/1/26/ugandas-first-oscar-nominated-film-tells-story-of-bobi-wine-persecution?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2024/2/24/how-kagiso-lediga-became-the-most-sought-after-filmmaker-in-south-africa?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.buzzfond.com/live-large-in-our-ultra-livable-290-sq-ft-tiny-house/?utm_source=$section_name$&utm_medium=outbrain&utm_campaign=00283cab98574787ba749d45d7429de53e&utm_content=$publisher_name$&utm_term=$section_id$&itm_term=bfios&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/2/6/berlin-invites-far-right-politicians-faces-backlash?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/longform/2024/2/16/at-rios-carnival-parades-yanomami-activists-fight-genocide-with-samba?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2024/2/3/parkour-traceurs-of-algiers?obOrigUrl=true
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/morning-news.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/morning-news/2016/1/clinton-sanders-spar-over-specifics-in-iowa.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/morning-news.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/morning-news/2016/1/yoga-used-to-help-kids-cope-with-violence-in-chicago.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/live-news.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/live-news/2016/1/seeking-charges-against-a-chicago-officer.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/live-news.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/live-news/2016/1/filipino-women-seek-official-apology-from-japan.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/live-news.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/live-news/2016/1/canadas-missing-indigenous-women.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/7/28/lawmakers-take-aim-at-endangered-species-act.html#
http://america.aljazeera.com/
http://america.aljazeera.com/opinions.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/about.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/vision-mission-values.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/code-of-ethics.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/social-media-policy.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/leadership.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/contact.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/pressreleases.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/awards.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/mobile.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/newsletter.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/content/ajam/articles.rss
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/html-site-map.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/privacy.html
https://network.aljazeera.net/cookies/en
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/7/28/lawmakers-take-aim-at-endangered-species-act.html#cookiesPreferences
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/terms.html
http://www.youtube.com/aljazeeraamerica
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/faq.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/community-guidelines.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/tools/sitemap.html

